
CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLEDEPARTMENT
of REVENUE

Missy Dove, Compliance Specialist Supervisor
Local Government Services

MAKING ADS ADD UP 



CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLEDIGEST 
SUBMISSION 

PACKAGE
 Digest submission 

package available May 
15th

 https://dor.georgia.gov/lo
cal-government-
services/digest-
compliance-
section/county-tax-digest-
submission-package
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The Tax Digest is a listing of assessments and exemptions.

 Real and Personal Property

 Timber

 Mobile Homes

 Motor Vehicles

 Heavy Duty Equipment

 Public Utilities
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Tax Assessor

Tax Commissioner Board of Education

Board of Commissioners
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Provide a summarized look at the basic make-up of the county.

Primary documents used by:

 Georgia Legislature

 Department of Revenue

 Department of Audits

 State School Board

 Many other agencies
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Budget / Net Assessed Value = Millage Rate
For Example:

Budget = $34,654,372
Net Assessed Value = $4,396,647,019

Millage Rate = $34,654,372 / $4,396,647,019
Millage Rate = 0.007882

0.007882 x 1,000
7.882 gross mills
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COUNTY MILLAGE 
RATE CERTIFICATION
FORM PT-35
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Remit a copy of the millage 
rate resolution from the 
county.

Remit a copy of the millage 
rate recommendation from 
school.
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Sales Tax Receipts / Net Assessed Value = 
Local Option Sales Tax Millage Rollback

For Example:
Sales Tax Receipts = $10,204,303

Net Assessed Value = $4,396,647,019
LOST Rollback Rate = $10,204,303 / $4,396,647,019

LOST Rollback Rate = 0.00232
0.00232 x 1,000

2.32 mills

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 13



CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLEINSURANCE PREMIUM / LOST TAXES
USED TO ROLLBACK MILLAGE RATES

This is to be used as an example only! 
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The local option sales tax rollback credit must be shown on the tax bill.

O.C.G.A. § 48-8-91
DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 16



CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLEHOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT

 $18,000 Additional property exemption for all qualified homestead 
property.

 $18,000 HTRG exemption applies after all other State and Local homestead 
exemptions.

 $18,000 HTRG exemption applies to all M&O millage rates. Does not apply  
to Bond millages and Special Service Districts created after December 31, 
2004.
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 Supporting documentation shall consist of:
1. Form PT-553 Summary
2. Form PT-553C Certification 
3. Complete list of the qualified homesteads for each district
4. Copy of a tax bill showing the HTRG credit
5. Form PT-35 Millage Rate Certification

 All documentation for the HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT should be 
submitted to DOR during the counties digest submission process.

Funds available until depletion, anticipation of exhausting funds
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The following statement must be prominently displayed on 
the tax bill:

"The 'HTRG Credit' reduction shown on your bill is the result 
of homeowner tax relief enacted by the Governor and the 

General Assembly of the State of Georgia."
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Municipal and Independent School taxes that are not collected by the county 
Tax Commissioner should remit form PT-553M and supporting document to 
DOR requesting the HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT to the email below.

dor-lgsgrant-application@dor.ga.gov
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HISTORY, 
ROLLBACK 
FORMS, 
PRESS 
RELEASE, 
NOTICE OF 
TAX INCREASE
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Requirements of levying and recommending authority:
 Publish a 5-Year History and Current Digest 

 If proposed millage does not exceed rollback rate (as calculated by PT-32.1 form), an 
advertised public meeting must be held at a time and place convenient to the 
taxpayers of the taxing jurisdiction.

OR

 If proposed millage exceeds rollback rate (as calculated by PT-32.1 form), a Press 
Release must be issued, and three public hearings must be held and advertised as 
Notice of Property Tax Increase.

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 & O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32.1



PT- 32.1 COMPUTATION OF MILLAGE RATE ROLLBACK 
AND PERCENTAGE OF TAX INCREASE



O.C.G.A. 48-5-32.1

a
(1) “Ad valorem tax” or “property tax” means a tax imposed upon the assessed value of real property.

(2) “Certified tax digest” means the total net assessed value on the annual property tax digest certified by the 
tax commissioner of a taxing jurisdiction to the department and authorized by the commissioner for the 
collection of taxes, or, in the case where the governing authority of a county whose digest has not been 
approved by the commissioner has petitioned the superior court of the county for an order authorizing the 
immediate and temporary collection of taxes, the temporary digest so authorized.

(3) “Levying authority” means a county, a municipality, or a consolidated city-county governing authority or 
other governing authority of a political subdivision of this state that exercises the power to levy ad valorem 
taxes to carry out the governing authority’s purposes.

CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSED TAXABLE VALUE OF 
PROPERTY AND METHOD OF COMPUTATION



O.C.G.A. 48-5-32.1

(4) “Mill” means one one-thousandth of a United States dollar.

(5) “Millage” or “millage rate” means the levy, in mills, which is established by the governing authority for 
purposes of financing, in whole or in part, the taxing jurisdiction’s expenses for its fiscal year.

(6) “Millage equivalent” means the number of mills which would result when the total net assessed value 
added by reassessments is divided by the certified tax digest and the result is multiplied by the previous year’s 
millage rate.

(7) “Net assessed value” means the taxable assessed value of property after all exemptions.

(8) “Recommending authority” means a county, independent, or area school board of education that exercises 
the power to cause the levying authority to levy ad valorem taxes to carry out the purposes of such board of 
education.

CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSED TAXABLE VALUE OF 
PROPERTY AND METHOD OF COMPUTATION



O.C.G.A. 48-5-32.1

(9) “Roll-back rate” means the previous year’s millage rate minus the millage equivalent of the total net 
assessed value added by reassessments:

(A) As calculated and certified to the commissioner by the tax commissioner for county and educational 
tax purposes; and

(B) As calculated by the collecting officer of the municipality for municipal tax purposes.

(10) “Taxing jurisdiction” means all the real property subject to the levy of a specific levying authority or the 
recommended levy of a specific recommending authority.

CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSED TAXABLE VALUE OF 
PROPERTY AND METHOD OF COMPUTATION



O.C.G.A. 48-5-32.1

(11) “Total net assessed value added by reassessments” means the total net 
assessed value added to the certified tax digest as a result of revaluation of 
existing real property that has not been improved since the previous tax digest 
year.

CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSED TAXABLE VALUE OF 
PROPERTY AND METHOD OF COMPUTATION
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The values assigned in the Reassessment of Existing Real Property and Exemptions of 
Reassessment of Existing Real Property are provided to the tax commissioner which is created by 

the board of tax assessors detailing inflationary growth and exemption reassessment.

This includes any values that would not be utilized in the calculation to determine a rollback rate as this 
value would not generate any tax revenue from the inflationary growth or reassessments for an authority.
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REQUIREMENTS

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32.1 requires:
 Publication of Notice of Property Tax Increase

advertisement in prominent section of newspaper.

 One week prior to meeting.

 Advertisement must be posted on authority’s 
website.

 Advertisement must be in a prominent location and 
at least 30 square inches in size in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the county.

 A Press Release must be provided to local media 
simultaneously with the Notice of Property Tax 
Increase advertisement.
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NOTICE OF 
PROPERTY 

TAX INCREASE 
ADVERTISING 

EXAMPLE



FORMAT FOR 
NOTICE OF 
PROPERTY 
TAX INCREASE
 At least three public hearings must 

be held, with one hearing between 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m., on a business 
weekday. 

 Must have five business days 
between two of the three hearings.

 If two hearings are held on the same 
day, one must be held before noon.

 Ad must run in a newspaper of 
general circulation serving residents 
of the local government.

 Must be 30 square inches.
 Authority must post ad on website. 

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32.1
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Property Tax Increase 
language must be at 

least 30 square 
Inches.
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30 Square Inches
3 x 10 = 30
5 x 6 = 30
2 x 15 = 30

NOT 30 Square Inches
2 x 11 = 22
4 x 7 = 28
1 x 16 = 16
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FORMAT FOR PRESS RELEASE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The ___________ County Board of Education today announces its intentions to increase the 2025 property taxes it will levy this year by ______ percent over the rollback 
millage rate.

Each year, the board of tax assessors is required to review the assessed value for 

property tax purposes of taxable property in the county. When the trend of prices

on properties that have recently sold in the county indicate there has been an 

increase in the fair market value of any specific property, the board of tax assessors

is required by law to re-determine the value of such property and adjust the 

assessment.  This is called a reassessment.

When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires a rollback millage rate be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year’s 
digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessment occurred.

The budget tentatively adopted by the _______ County Board of Education requires a millage rate higher than the rollback millage rate; therefore, before the _______ County 
Board of Education may finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to 
express their opinions on the increase.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the (Location of Meeting), (Address of the Meeting), on (Dates and Times of the 
Meetings).
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CURRENT DIGEST PUBLICATION

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 
Requires publication of 

“Current Digest and Five-Year History of Levy” 
one week prior to meeting and advertisement must be 

posted on authority’s website.

39DEPARTMENT of REVENUE

This must be advertised by all levying/recommending authorities. If the authority 
takes the rollback rate or less, this will be the only advertisement needed.
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FIVE YEAR 
HISTORY AND 
CURRENT 
DIGEST 
PUBLICATION
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NO INCREASE 
BEYOND THE 

ROLLBACK 
RATE

ADVERTISING 
EXAMPLE



CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLE

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 42

Advertisements must 
be in a prominent 

location in newspaper 
and shall not be 

included with legal 
advertisements.
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September 1st
Date approved by Revenue 

Commissioner
 If the first falls on a weekend, 

the submission date is 
extended to the next working 
business day.
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QUESTIONS?

Missy Dove
Compliance Specialist Supervisor
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Cell: (404) 780-1111
melissa.dove@dor.ga.gov


